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SOME OPINIONS 

OF 

Ayurvedasrama Series. 

"XIDA\ T ADIPIXA." 



V. P. Madhava Rao Esq. c. i. E., Retired Dewan of 
Mysore, was pleased to write from Bangalore on 12 4- 11: 
I thank you for the book fNidanadipikaJ and con- 
gratulate you on having brought out such a valuable treatise on 
the Ayurvedic system of Hindu Medicine " 

Dewaa Bahadur K.Krishnaswamy Rao Garti, C.I.E. 
Retired Dewan of Travancore, Triplicane, writes on 27 3 11: 

" r I cannot adequately express my high appreciation of 

your earnestness, zeal, industry and patriotism in the cause of 
ancient Medical Science of India. You have already done 
much to revive the knowledge and reputation of our ancien 
medical system, by your excellent work in the Ayurvedic Col- 
lege and Dispensary. By your present commentary on Madhava 
Nidana, you are spreading the knowledge of Ayurvedic System 
among those many who may not have the opportunity of recei- 
ving instruction from you directly. Your best reward will be 

the gratitude of the present and future generations " 

_ 

Dewan Bahadtir M.O. Partkasaratky Aiyangar Avl. 

M.A., M.L District and Sessions Judge, Rajahmundry, writes on 

9_3_H:__" ..........I find it a very interesting and in- 

structive book and will certainly prove a valuable contribution 
"to the study of our ancient Medical system. None can handle 
the subject better than you and I hope you will continue your 
labours in this direction, " 



Dewati Bahadtir D, Seshagiri Rao Pantulu Gam, 

B.A., B.L., High Court Vakil, Cocanada, writes on 4 3 II: 
' I thanj* you for the copy of Madhavanidana, you have kindly 
sent me I admire your disinterested work in the promotion 
of our Ayurvedic knowledge. May God bless your efforts to 
restore our system to the place it is its right to hold, by virtue 
of its innate superiority." 



M. R. Ry. K. Ramanujacharlu Gam, M. A., B. L., 
F.M.U., Principal, Maharajah's College, Vijianagaram, writes 

on 18 3 11: " I am one of tho^e who believe that 

Indians who have studied medicine in Indian Colleges will be 
the better, for a little knowledge of medical science, as it was 
known to our ancients. But as many of the ancient Indian 
medical ( books were written in Sanskrit, which as a general 
rule, is not cultivated by Indian medical men, English or Ver- 
nacular translations of these books or commentaries OH them 
are an invaluable help to medical practitioners in this country. 
Vernacular translations and commentaries have an additional 
merit in-as-much as they can be studied with advantage by 
those who are practising medicine with little or no knowledge 
derived from books. Men of this class are found not only in 
villages but also in towns where there are hospitals I see that 
Madhavanidana is the first of the series of the medical books 
you propose to publish and hope that you will be able to ac- 
complish your purpose. Permit me to add that by what you 
haye already done, you have placed the Telugu country under 
a great obligation.*' 

M. R. Ry. B. Rajanna Pantulu Garu, B. .A., De-wan 
of Bobbili, writes on 3 3 11: " You have done in- 
valuable service to our countrymen by this excellent translation 
and commentary which as Its name denotes elucidates the 
original so well and completely. The Telugu public owe a debt 
of endless gratitude to you for this production of yours (among 



others;. I hope your special study and learning of Medicine 
will enrich and widen the field of our Telugu medical literature. 
Your introduction is interesting and instructive. " 



^ Bahadur A. Sreeiuvasacharlu Gam, Retired 
Muzrai Secretary and Inspector General of Registration, Mvsore, 
writes on 15311:" ............... You have rendered a great 

public service by publishing these rare ancient Sanskrit works 
fNidanadipika and Ayurveda^/* 



Dr. C. B- Rama Rao Esq, B.A., M.D., District Medical 
Sanitary Officer and Civil Surgeon, Palamcottah, writes on 
9 4^1 1: I am very muc h obliged by your kind present of 
your valuable work on Sanskrit medicine which I hope to pro- 
fit by." 

Dr. D. S. Ramachandra Rao, H.A., M.B., ch.B., writes 
from Bezwada on 17 4 11: "Thank you for the copy of 
Madhava Nidana recently sent me. I have dipped into it with 
much pleasure and profit. There is much that is interesting 
in it, and I like it particularly as it gives one an idea of the 
extensive knowledge possessed by our ancestors as regards the 
etiology and diagnosis of disease. I must congratulate you on 
the charming rendering of a scientific book into easy Telugu. 
You have added to Telugu scientific literature and have, indeed, 
rendered service to the Telugu speaking people. I cordially 

wish you success. " 

' 

A. Mahadeva Sastri Esq, B. A., M. R. A. s., 
Curator, Govt: Oriental Library, Mysore, writes 
on 18-3-11: 
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M. R. Ry. Ambale Anniah Pandit Garu, 
Ayurvedic Physician, Palace, Mysore, writes on 
25-3-11: 
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Mahamahopadhyaya T. Subbaraya Sastri 
Garu, Principal, Maharaja's Sanskrit College, 
Vijianagram, writes on 14-3-11: 
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Mahamahopadhyaya K. Venkataratnam 
Pantulu Garu, Retired Head Telugu Pandit, 
Govt: College, Rajahmandry, writes on 31-3-11:-. 
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Rao Bahadur P. Venkatappiah Pantulu 
Garu, B.A., First Grade Pleader, Masulipatam, 
writes on 1-3-11: 
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Dewan Bahadur Y. Janakiramiah Pantulu 
Garu, Retired District and Sessions Judge, Bez- 
wada writes on 5-3-11: 
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M. R. Ry. J. Gourinadha Sastri Garu B.A., 
1st Grade Pleader, Masulipatam, writes on 2-3-11:- 
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M. R. Ry. Vavilakolarm Subbarow Pantulu 
Garu, Telugu Pandit, Paesidency College^ Madras 
writes on 25-4-1 1: 
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PRESS OPINIONS. 



"The Madras Mail" dated 27th April, 1911, 

says : 

This is a translation, with commentaries, into Telugu of a 
.vell-known classical Sanskrit work on the diagnosis of diseases, 
oy Ayurveda Marthanda, Bhishangmant Pandit D. Gopala- 
bharlu, Principal of the Madras Ayurvedic College. The author- 
ship of the original Sanskrit work has been hitherto attributed 
to Sri Madhavacharia, the great Sringeri Guru of the fourteenth 
century, who helped in the founding of the Vijianagar Kingdom* 
But Pandit Gopalacharlu is of opinion that it was written by a 
Mahrata physician, named Madhavakar, whom he assigns to 
the 8th century A. D. The work is undoubtedly an ancient one* 
having been, according to Professor Wilson, translated into the 
Arabian language through Persian sources with the famous 
medical treatises of Charaka, by the Mahomed^ n Doctors of 
Baghdad. Pandit GopalacharSu's translation is literal, but easy 
and clear, and ought to be of great use to practitioner's of the 
indigenous system, as the several local Telugu names of diseas- 
es, with their English equivalents wherever possible, are given. 
Diagnosis is the least understood part of the practice of 
medicine amongst indigenous medical practitioners, and it is 
to be hoped that this work will be largely utilised by them. 
The preparation of the work was undertaken by the Pandit 
at the instance of Sir S. Subramania Iyer, C.I.E.T and the 
Hon'ble Mr. V. Krishnasawmy Iyer, whose interest in Hindu 
medicine is well known. Pandit Gopalacharlu will be doing 
a great service to the cause of Hindu medicine if he win 
follow up his present work with translation of other F- 
Sanskrit medical works. 



"The Hindu/'" Madras, dated 17th March 
1911, says: 

Madhava Kara T s fi Madhava Nidana " Is a famous treatise 
on the Ayurvedic system of Pathology. It is the only com . 
prehensive work of the kind. In fact, in all Ayunredic litera- 
ture, there is not another work solely devoted to the diagnosis 
Df diseases. There are several books that treat of disease and 
diagnosis, but a detailed treatment of diagnosis by itself is to 
be found only m this notable work. There is a translation of 
this work in Arabic, and Professor Wilson is of opinion that 
this translation might have been either from the original Sans- 
krit or from a subsequent Persian rendering. The Arabic 
nslation is dated 775 A.D, and there Is enough internal evi- 
lence in the work to show that it must have been written at 

i 

east two centuries before the date of the translation. The 

juestion of the date of the work has engaged the attention of 

eminent savants like Dr. Rudolf Hoe rale, ALA., Pn.D,, C.I.E. Ite 

Principal of the Calcutta Madrasa, Dr. P. C. Roy and others ; 

ind they are all of the opinion that it could not be later than 

he 6th century. The termination "Kara" to the name of 

he author suggests that he must have belonged to Central or 

Northern India. Though a compilation from several older 

yorks, fche method and treatment of the subject are the author's 

>wn. That the exposition is thoroughly scientific will be readi- 

y recognised on all hands. So great was the appreciation of 

he treatise at the time of its publication and since, that there 

lave been several commentaries on the work in Sanskrit. 

Unong the earlier commentators may be mentioned Srikanta 

)atta, Vijaya Rakshita, Vachnspathi and Vydya Kalidasa. 

lie Sanskrit original and Sanskrit Commentaries did not help 

. popular understanding of the subject, and a Vernacular 

endering was a long-felt want in the Ayurvedic world. It was re- 

erved for Pandit D. Gopalacharlu, A.V.S, Ayurveda Marthanda, 

Shishangmani, Principal of the S. K. P. D. Ayurvedic College 



Madras, to bring oat a Teiugu commentary of this renowned 
work. OF this Commentator's eminent qualifications to under- 
take the task,much need not be said. He is the greatest Ayur- 
vedic Doctor and Scholar, at all events on this side of the 
country. He combines in himself the western zeal and 
enterprise and the eastern profundity of lore. Of the many 
achievements of the Pandit in the unexplored field of ancient 
Ayurveda, this work is one. We commend the scholarly intro- 
duction he has written to the careful study of all lovers of 
ancient wisdom. In the original, the several stages of the 
diagnosis of disease are dealt with in order. In the first sec- 
tion, the Etiology of diseases is explained. This is followed by 
a consideration" of the premonitory symptoms of diseases. Then 
comes symptomology and full diagnosis, Experimental treat- 
ment is another part of the work, course of disease, the next, 
Followed by complications and sequel, relapse, varieties, epide- 
mic*, prognosis, and the geographical distribution of diseases. 
Diseases such as general diseases, mental diseases, special 
diseases, Children's diseases, texicology or diseases of 
poisoning, and female diseases are all treated in order, Mr. 
Gopalachariu has drawn upon his vast stores of knowledge, ac- 
quired by laborious study and extensive practice, in the prepa- 
ration of his commentary, and no wonder there is mucn that is 
original in what he has done though by way of annotation. 
He has utilised materials gathered from the standard works 
such as Charaka, Susruta, Haritha, Bhaiuki, Vakbhata and Atn. 
The work leaves nothing to be desired and we have the great- 
est pleasure in welcoming this contribution to Ayurvedfo litera- 
ture It is the first of the Ayurvedasrama series and there are 
already several other works to which the Pandit has set his 
hand. A work on pulse and pulse-feeling is in preparation and 
will issue shortly. We wish the author every success in his 
undertakings. 



10 

"The Madras Times' 7 dated 24th March 
1911, says: Nidana Dipika, 

Pandit D. Gopaia Charlu, the popular Ayurvedic physician 
of Madras, has brought out a useful work, named " Nidana 
Dipika," on the etiology of diseases. It purports to be a com- 
mentary in Telugu on the ancient standard Sanskrit work 
" Madhava Nidana," but is really more than a commentary, 
In that the author draws largely on his profound and unrivalled 
Ayurvedic lore in the elucidation of the science treated of in 
the original. In an able introduction, which is at once instruc- 
tive and interesting, he examines the question of the authorship 
and age of " Madhava Nidana, " and his intrepid research 
refutes the current theory that the celebrated Madhava Charya 
of Vedantic fame is the author, and ascribes it to one 
Madhirvakar of far greater antiquity and an author of other 
learned treatises. The introduction amply repays perusal, and 
we have no doubt that the age of the original work whicTi the 
learned Doctor so courageously shifts back by several centuries 
will engage the attention of competent savants. He further 
establishes the fact that the original work is itself a compila- 
tion, but the only exhaustive compilation, of widely scattered 
authoritative pronouncements of Rishis and learned writers 
who -in the earliest ages of Indian civilization are believed to 
have handed down the science of Hindu Medicine. Our author 
with his indomitable energy, recognizes that in this part of the 
country all Ayurvedic learning is stowed away in difficult Sans- 
krit books and is engaging himself, he says in his preface, in 
writing and publishing Telugu expositions of the several branches 
of Ayurveda ; and the book under review is the first of the 
series, some of which are in various stages of progress. He 
commands facilities for his self-imposed task which others per- 
haps do not command. He conducts a free Ayurvedic Dispen- 
sary and an Ayurvedic College under the auspices of Sree 
Kanyaka Parameswari Devasthanam's Managing Committee, 



11 

and has daily to handle the theory and practice of Hindu Medi- 
cine, his pupils in the College hailing from remote provinces 
of India with a respectable knowledge of Sanskrit and under- 
going a highly advanced course of Medical instruction. It is 
to be hoped that translations of the present work and of those 
that may follow will appear in the other vernaculars of the 
Province. Practitioners of Hindu Medicine, to whom a know- 
ledge of the predisposing causes of diseases, their progress and 
development and their proximate and remote results when 
they are unchecked, is all essential, and to whom Sanskrit 
works are of no avail, cannot but find Dr. Gopala Charlu's pro- 
duction of infinite help. In a word, its effect must be to con- 
vert quacks into genuine physicians so far as the elements of 
human ailments noted above are concerned. 



"Kistna Patrika" dated 10th March, 1911, 

says: 
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